
St. Leo’s Leominster 
Tour of Stained Glass 
and Other Sacred Art

The following is a picture tour 
of the stained glass and other 
sacred art in St. Leo’s Church. 
Where appropriate scripture 
verses are included from the 
USCCB website. 



Finding in the Temple

Luke 2:46-49:
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 
in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions, and all who heard him were 
astounded at his understanding and his answers. 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished, 
and his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done 
this to us? Your father and I have been looking for 
you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why 
were you looking for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?”



The Wedding Feast at Canna

John 2:1-11:
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. 
When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 
And Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has 
not yet come.” His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now 
there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each 
holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with water.” So 
they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Draw some out now and take it 
to the headwaiter.”* So they took it. And when the headwaiter tasted the water 
that had become wine, without knowing where it came from (although the 
servers who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom 
and said to him, “Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have 
drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus 
did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so revealed his 
glory, and his disciples began to believe in him.



The Baptism of the Lord

Matthew 3:13-17:
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to 
be baptized by him. John tried to prevent him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to 
me?” Jesus said to him in reply, “Allow it now, for thus 
it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
allowed him. After Jesus was baptized, he came up 
from the water and behold, the heavens were opened 
for him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming upon him. And a voice came from the 
heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.”



Blessing of the Children

Mark 10:13-16:
And people were bringing children to him that he might 
touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When 
Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to them, 
“Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the 
kingdom of God like a child will not enter it. Then he 
embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on 
them.



The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5:1-12:
When he saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had 
sat down, his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the land. Blessed are they who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be satisfied. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, 
for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for the 
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 
are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind 
of evil against you falsely because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward will be great in heaven. Thus they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.



The Pardon of the Sinful Woman

Luke 7:44-50:
Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? When I entered your house, you did not give me 
water for my feet, but she has bathed them with her tears and 
wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but she 
has not ceased kissing my feet since the time I entered. You 
did not anoint my head with oil, but she anointed my feet with 
ointment. So I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; 
hence, she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is 
forgiven, loves little.” He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
The others at table said to themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” But he said to the woman, “Your faith has 
saved you; go in peace.”



Jairus’s Daughter Restored to Life

Luke 8:50-56:
On hearing this, Jesus answered him, “Do not be afraid; just 
have faith and she will be saved.” When he arrived at the 
house he allowed no one to enter with him except Peter and 
John and James, and the child’s father and mother. All were 
weeping and mourning for her, when he said, “Do not weep 
any longer, for she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they 
ridiculed him, because they knew that she was dead. But he 
took her by the hand and called to her, “Child, arise!” Her 
breath returned and she immediately arose. He then directed 
that she should be given something to eat. Her parents were 
astounded, and he instructed them to tell no one what had 
happened.



The Resurrection of Jesus

Matthew 28:2-6:
And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel 
of the Lord descended from heaven, approached, rolled 
back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was 
like lightning and his clothing was white as snow. The 
guards were shaken with fear of him and became like 
dead men. Then the angel said to the women in reply, 
“Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the 
crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as 
he said. Come and see the place where he lay.



The Appearance on the Road to Emmaus

Luke 24:28-34:
As they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the 
impression that he was going on farther. But they urged him, “Stay 
with us, for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” So he 
went in to stay with them. And it happened that, while he was with 
them at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 
them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but 
he vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and 
opened the scriptures to us?” So they set out at once and returned to 
Jerusalem where they found gathered together the eleven and those 
with them who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has 
appeared to Simon!”



The Walking on the Water

Mark 14:22-24:
Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was being tossed 
about by the waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth 
watch of the night, he came toward them, walking on the sea. When 
the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified. “It is a 
ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to 
them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in 
reply, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
He said, “Come.” Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the 
water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind was he 
became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught him, and 
said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” After they got 
into the boat, the wind died down. Those who were in the boat did him 
homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of God.”



The Crucifixion of Jesus

John 19:25-30:
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of 
Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there 
whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your 
son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And 
from that hour the disciple took her into his home. After this, 
aware that everything was now finished, in order that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.” There was a 
vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked 
in wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When 
Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And bowing 
his head, he handed over the spirit.



Other Glass & Symbols

The Flight Into Egypt: 
Gabriel and the Holy 

Family

The Sacred Heart of 
Jesus

IHS 
Christogram 

Eucharist and 
Precious Blood 

Alpha and 
Omega 

Tabernacle
Cross Anchor 

Rope and Crown
The Sacred 

Heart of Jesus
Cross



Saints
Saint Pope Leo the 

Great, Pope and Doctor 
of the Church 400-461

Pope St. Leo the Great lived in the 
5th century. Little is known of his 
early life prior to his serving as a 
deacon in the Roman Church. As 

Pope, he enhanced the prestige and 
power of the papacy and increased 

its influence beyond Italy. 
Politically, he dissuaded Attila the 
Hun from invading Italy as well as 
helped victims when the Vandals 

looted Rome in 455. Theologically, 
he is remembered for issuing the 

Tome to Flavian. It was very 
influential at the Council of 

Chalcedon, the fourth ecumenical 
council, which addressed the dual 

nature of Christ. He was a proficient 
writer, composing 143 letters and 
over 96 sermons which add insight 
into the ecclesiastical practices of 
the time as well as speak in clear 

theological language. He was 
declared a Doctor of the Church in 

1754 by Benedict XIV.
Written by Sarah Ciotti

Saint Joseph Holding the 
Infant Jesus

St. Joseph, of the house of David. At the 
time of the Annunciation, he was working 
as a carpenter in Nazareth. He trusted his 
angelic vision, accepted Mary as his wife, 
and dutifully traveled to Bethlehem for 
the census. Later, he participated in the 
Presentation, led his family safely into 

Egypt and when called, faithfully returned 
to Nazareth. In other words, his decisions 
were integral in God’s plan for humanity 
and this holy man chose well. John Paul 

II honored Joseph in an exhortation 
entitled, Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of 

the Redeemer). In it, he discussed St. 
Joseph’s role in the plan of redemption 

and states, “’The obedience of faith’ must 
be given to God as he reveals himself. By 

this obedience of faith man freely 
commits himself entirely to God, making 
‘the full submission of his intellect and 
will to God who reveals,’ and willingly 

assenting to the revelation given by him.’ 
This statement, which touches the very 

essence of faith, is perfectly applicable to 
Joseph of Nazareth.”

Written by Sarah Ciotti



Saints
Saint Thérèse of the 

Child Jesus, Virgin and 
Doctor of the Church

St. Therese of the Child Jesus was 
born in France in 1873. At age 15, 
she chose contemplative life, like 
her two older sisters before her, 

and entered the Carmel of Lisieux. 
In addition to religious 

responsibilities, St. Therese was a 
writer. She penned an 

autobiography, poetry, letters, and 
prayers. Her poems give praise to 

God for His unfailing love and speak 
to her desire to model her life after 
Christ. Also, St. Therese lived this 

devotion in “little ways,” becoming 
known as the “Little Flower of 

Jesus.” She died at the young age 
of 24, but her writings continue to 

inspire the faithful. St. Therese was 
canonized in 1925 by Pius XI and 
declared a Doctor of the Church in 

1997.
Written by Sarah Ciotti

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

St. Francis Xavier was a Jesuit priest in 
the 1500’s. The son of an aristocratic 

Spanish-Basque family, he received the 
best education; studying at the University 
of Paris. While there; he met St. Ignatius 

of Loyola and with several other men, 
took vows to follow Christ. In 1541, St. 

Francis, now an ordained priest, was 
appointed apostolic nuncio in the East. He 

traveled to Goa, Indonesia, India, Sri 
Lanka, China, and Japan establishing 
missionary outposts and converting 

hundreds of thousands. He was canonized 
in 1622. For his apostolic zeal, Pius X 

named him the patron of foreign 
missions.

Written by Sarah Ciotti



Saints

The Blessed Virgin Mary Holding the 
Infant Jesus Baptistry



The Infant Jesus Of Prague: A Historical Devotion
The Infant Jesus Of Prague

Special devotion to the Divine Child originated with the Carmelites in the city of Prague, Bohemia, in the 
beginning of the seventeenth century. Princess Polyxenia of Lobkowitz had received as a wedding gift from 
her mother a statue of the Divine Child, previously brought from Spain. After the death of her husband, the 

princess devoted herself to works of charity and was particularly helpful to the Carmelites in Prague. In 
1628, when the Carmelite Monastery had been reduced to poverty, owing to the ravages of war, the 

princess gave her precious statue to the Carmelites, saying, “I give you what I prize most highly in the 
world; honor and respect the Child Jesus and you shall never be in want.” Her gift was placed in the 

Carmelite oratory. The words of the princess proved prophetic, for as long as the Carmelites kept up their 
devotion to the Divine Infant of Prague, everything prospered with them. The Carmelites were later forced 
to flee from the city, and in the confusion of the war, they were unable to take with them their miraculous 
statue. The invaders seized it and threw it into a pile of rubbish. In 1635, peace came to Prague and the 
Carmelites returned. One of them, Father Cyril, who had previously received great spiritual help through 

his devotion to the Infant of Prague, sought the statue and found it amidst the rubbish. Overjoyed, he 
again placed the statue in the oratory. Father Cyril knelt in prayer before the small statue. Gazing upon the 
simple statue of the Child Jesus, he contemplated the most marvelous even in the history of the world, the 
Incarnation. He was filled with awe and wonder has he prayed to the God who became a child because of 
his love for us. Suddenly, the statue spoke to him. Father Cyril was stunned as he heard these words of 

promise: “HAVE MERCY ON ME AND I WILL HAVE MERCY ON YOU. GIVE ME HANDS AND I WILL GIVE YOU 
PEACE. THE MORE YOU HONOR ME, THE MORE I WILL BLESS YOU.” Startled by these words, Father Cyril 

examined the statue, and upon drawing aside the mantle covering it, he found that both hands of the 
statue were broken off. The hands were later restored to the statue through the generosity of a devotee of 

the Divine Child. St. Therese, the Little Flower, was also a most fervent venerator. For more than three 
centuries, this promise has inspired a worldwide devotion to the Miraculous Infant Jesus of Prague. The 

original statue is still preserved in the church of St. Mary of Victory in Prague. Today, replicas and models 
of the small statue are honored in every part of the world. The list of blessings attributed by devotees of 

the Infant Jesus is endless: health restored, financial problems solved, gifts of peace of mind and soul, and 
innumerable healings, both physical and spiritual. God has been astonishingly generous in blessing those 

who have been devoted to his Infant Son.

From: https://infantprague.org/the-story-of-the-infant-of-prague/ 



Tabernacle

What is on the front of the Tabernacle?

The symbolism of the mother pelican feeding her little baby 
pelicans is rooted in an ancient legend which preceded 

Christianity. The legend was that in time of famine, the mother 
pelican wounded herself, striking her breast with the beak to 
feed her young with her blood to prevent starvation. Another 

version of the legend was that the mother fed her dying young 
with her blood to revive them from death, but in turn lost her 

own life.

Given this tradition, one can easily see why the early 
Christians adapted it to symbolize our Lord, Jesus Christ. The 
pelican symbolizes Jesus our Redeemer who gave His life for 

our redemption and the atonement He made through His 
passion and death. We were dead to sin and have found new 
life through the Blood of Christ. Moreover, Jesus continues to 

feed us with His body and blood in the holy Eucharist.

From: Saunders, Rev. William. "The Symbolism of the Pelican." Arlington Catholic Herald. 


